The section on unemployment and low-income work departs from a focus on the experience of work per se and emphasizes job instability and the effects of financial stress.
To ease the reader's task of sifting through often complicated research findings, each section begins with a brief list of highlighted conclusions. In addition, each section ends with a summary of the most important generalizations emerging from the literature. It should be noted that few investigations to date have utilized the ecological approach emphasized here and that a variety of other limitations flaw the research literature. However, in an heuristic spirit, we review existing findings to pinpoint issues for future exploration. Following the literature review, a section on methodology discusses what future researchers must consider in studying the relationship between work and family life.
RESEARCH ON MATERNAL EMPLOYMENT
Popular debate about working mothers and their children has inspired a large body of research. Before the late 1960s when the image of the employed mother gained wider visibility and acceptance, research focused on potential problems created by maternal employment. More recently, investigators have addressed both the benefits and pitfalls of having a working mother. There has been growing recognition that characteristics of the mother's work and her satisfaction with it may be as important as whether she works. Further, the notion that how the children will fare depends on mother alone is no longer widely accepted. The research literature examining the effects of maternal employment on children's views roughly falls into the following four areas: (1) children's views of their parents; (2) children's views of themselves (self-concept or self-esteem); (3) children's vocational, occupational, or educational expectations or aspirations; and (4) children's sex-role attitudes and perceptions of men and women. First, we highlight briefly what we know about each of these aspects of children's perceptions of the world. Then we review the supporting literature in each area in somewhat more detail. Where possible, we focus on preschool children first and move along a developmental continuum to adolescence.as professional, middle, lower, or working ses, or is based upon the educational and occupational status of only
